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WELCOMING REMARKS AT THE OPENING SESSION
 OF THE SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING (SOM) 
CORAL TRIANGLE INITIATIVE (CTI) 
ON CORAL REEFS, FISHERIES AND FOOD SECURITY 
(Nusa Dua - Bali, 6 December 2007)
BY HON. FREDDY NUMBERI

MINISTER OF MARINE AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES
THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to extend a heartfelt welcome to all of you to the Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI) Senior Officials Meeting here in beautiful Nusa Dua - Bali. 
During this week and next week, the eyes of the world are on Bali, with high hopes that governments will demonstrate the bold leadership needed to address the urgent issue of climate change. In a sense, the eyes of the world are also focused on this CTI meeting, with hopes that we will launch a new effort that will help to safeguard the extraordinary marine resources of this region, and in so doing, ensure a better life for our citizens, not only for this generation but for generations to come. The Coral Triangle is a globally-recognized treasure. It is unique; there is nowhere else like it on Earth. Today, we hold our meeting in a part of the world that is the global epicenter of marine life abundance and marine life diversity. 
It is therefore indeed inspiring to see all of you sitting around this table; to see our six governments coming together today to give birth to this new process. We have gathered here because we know that the issues and the problems we face as archipelagic and coastal states are real, and they are imminent. There is so much at stake. The vital marine resources of the Coral Triangle are part of the “life-blood” of more than 120 million people living within this area. This is an area that provides the spawning and nursery grounds for the single largest tuna fisheries in the world, generating billions of dollars. The very future of our economies -- of our people -- depend on the sustainable management of these precious marine resources. And we can only achieve this through a spirit of regional cooperation. 

To be sure, our governments have all taken important steps to manage our marine resources, both at the individual country level and through multilateral efforts. We all have established marine national parks and protected areas that are interconnected. We all have put in place laws and policies to manage our fisheries. And we have taken some important collaborative action already. For example, the tri-national agreements around the Sulu Sulawesi Seas and the Bismarck Solomon Seas, involving subsets of our six governments, have set in motion the sort of collaboration that will be required. We also welcome the extensive marine conservation programs that NGOs -- such as The Nature Conservancy, WWF, Conservation International and others -- have across the region. And we welcome the increasing interest of the private sector in sustainable management of these marine resources.
But despite these efforts, I regret to say that the marine resources in our country, and others in the region, are today threatened by climate change, over fishing, destructive fishing practices, and pollution. This is leading to depleted fish stocks, large-scale loss of mangroves, and increasing degradation of coral reef systems. These trends are of grave concern for the future of our countries and our shared common heritage. We must do more as individual countries. We must do more collectively, as a partnership of countries, living in the same neighborhood, sharing common marine resources, developing practical solutions. We must find a way to dramatically increase the effectiveness and the scale of our actions to safeguard these marine resources for the future. 
This is why Indonesia has proposed a new Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries and Food Security. This is why we offered to host this first CTI meeting. Today, we have a broad vision called the Coral Triangle Initiative. This broad vision is centered around two simple, yet powerful, ideas: (1) the need for a new multilateral partnership, in which our six governments jointly adopt bold commitments at the highest political levels, and work together to implement these commitments; and (2) the need for our six governments to engage the broad range of stakeholders and partners whose actions and financial support will be essential to achieve our CTI vision.  
This broad vision of a Coral Triangle Initiative has already been endorsed by leaders at the APEC Summit in August, and at the BIMP-EAGA and ASEAN Summits just last month. These endorsements have provided a powerful political momentum to this effort. An addition, donor governments and major multilateral donor agencies have already started to show significant interest in supporting the CTI. But in many ways, now comes the hard part, as we move from broad vision to discussions of specific commitments and specific actions that we should take, as well as discussions of how to effectively engage and work with the range of other stakeholders. We must all participate actively in this next phase; CTI must be a partnership of equals. All of our countries will need to reach a consensus on what needs to get done, on our “Roadmap” for the future. 
Today, we begin a journey, together, down a path that can bring a brighter future, a more sustainable future, to all of our peoples. Today is a day for hope, for bold visions, for the first concrete steps in this new Initiative. I am confident you will make great progress at this first meeting. I look forward to personally reporting to the President on this progress. You may be interested to know that President Yudhoyono has made the CTI one of his top priorities. As one indication of this, he has expressed initial interest in the possibility of a Coral Triangle Summit of all six leaders – an idea which I understand you will be discussing later today.
On a final note, I would like to thank the CTI Working Group within the Indonesian Government for their great efforts to help organize this meeting. I would also like to thank the CTI Secretariat and the NGOs – The Nature Conservancy, WWF and Conservation International – for providing support as well. I would now like to formally open this meeting, and with God’s blessings, wish you all great success. Id look forward to hearing the results of your deliberations tomorrow at the Stakeholders Event. Thank you.
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