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SOM10 Decisions (Timor-Leste, 5-7 Nov ’14)

1. Tasked the Regional Secretariat to develop a list of experts in the field of 
coral reefs, fisheries and food security and all fields of discipline 
pertaining to the RPOA goals or expertise within Coral Triangle area.

2. Tasked the Regional Secretariat to formulate a mechanism to use and 
optimize the pool of experts and present the proposed mechanism in the 
next SOM.



2015 Highlights: Current Development

1. Indicative 
mechanism to gain 
full benefit of the 
experts

The Regional Secretariat has developed an indicative mechanism to utilise the 
expertise once the Scientific Advisory Group (SAG) has been established. The 
mechanism encompass the following:

The scope of the 
use of experts;

Normative 
Guidance;

Terms and 
Definitions;

Qualifications;
Tasks and 

Responsibilities;

Rights and 
Obligations;

Recruitment; Expenses; Termination; and Management



2015 Highlights: Current Development

Scope of the use of experts

Normative Guidance

Terms and Definitions

Qualifications
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Tasks and Responsibilities

Rights and Obligations

Recruitment



2015 Highlights: Current Development

Expenses

Termination

Management



2015 Highlights: Current Development

2. Draft CTI-CFF 
Experts Form



Challenges towards implementation

Financial Constraints

Getting the right 
experts                      

(through further 
refinement of the 

indicative mechanism 
and experts form)

Regional Secretariat request 
suggestions from CTI-CSO; due to 
financial constraints, the way forward 
to implement the SAG;

One option would be to appoint a 
senior science advisor with support 
from Partners.



Proposed SOM11 Decision Considerations

1. Noted the progress made by the Regional Secretariat with regards to the 
establishment of the Scientific Advisory Group (SAG);

2. Noted the challenges faced towards the establishment of the Scientific Advisory 
Group (SAG), in particular, financial limitations for implementation phase;

3. Acknowledged the indicative mechanism to utilise the expertise once the Scientific 
Advisory Group (SAG) is established and note the need for it to be further reviewed 
prior to finalisation; 

4. Acknowledged the draft CTI-CFF Experts Form and note the need for further 
refinement; and

5. Note that the proposal from Regional Secretariat that due to financial constraints, 
request to appoint a senior science advisor with support from Partners.
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